SUFISM
In Islam, whether Sufistic or otherwise, there was a tendency
to regard God as beyond human comprehension. "The Caliph Ali
condemned in emphatic language all anthropomorphic concep-
tions of the Deity. "God is not like any object that the human
mind can conceive; no attribute can be ascribed to him which
bears the least resemblance to any quality of which human beings
have perception from their knowledge of material objects. The
perfection of piety consists in knowing God; the perfection of
knowledge in the affirmation of His verity; and the perfection of
verity is to acknowledge His unity in all sincerity; and the per-
fection of sincerity to deny all attributes to the Deity. ... He who
refers an attribute to God believes the attribute to be God, and
he who so believes an attribute to be God, regards God to be two
or parts of one. . . . He who asks where God is, assimilates Him
with some object. God is the creator, not because He Himself is
created; God is existent, not because He was non-existent. He is
with every object, not from resemblance or nearness; He is out-
side of everything not from separation; He is the Seer, but no
sight can see Him. He has no relation to place, time, or measure.
. .. God is Omniscient, because knowledge is His Essence; Mighty,
because Power is His Essence; Loving, because Love is His
Essence. . . . not because these are His attributes apart from His
Essence.. .. The conditions of time and space were wholly inappli-
cable to Him."1 This reminds us of the nirguna Brahman of the
Upanisads, which can be described only in negative terms. There
are some, like Abu'l Hasan, who maintained that the attributes
of God are eternal and also an addition to his Essence.3
As regards the relation between God, who is the ultimate
reality, and the world, there are some differences of view. Ibnul
Arabi declared that Existence is the Supreme Being or Essence.3
The world is a limitation of this Existence, Ttfhich is called Dhat.
There is another view that existence is superimposed on Entity
which is not within the reach of "thought, guess, imagination and
fancy/'4 According to this view, Entity must be the ultimate
truth, and existence a sort of predicate. There is also the view
that the world is an emanation from the Deity and will ultimately
be absorbed in it.5 "How the Dhat (in whatever sense it is taken)
manifests itself and what relationship there is between the Dhat
and the Sifat (attributes) and finally between rab and dbd (the
1 Ameer Ali: The Spirit of Islam, p. 416.           * Ibid., p. 441.
3 Islamic Sufism, p. 117.       4 Ibid., p. 120.       S Ibid., p. 117.
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